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Year 4 – Spring Block 1 – Apostrophes  

Using Apostrophes for Possession or Contraction

About This Resource:

This PowerPoint has been designed to support your teaching of this small step. It includes a starter activity and an 

example of each question from the Varied Fluency and Application and Reasoning resources also provided in this 

pack. You can choose to work through all examples provided or a selection of them depending on the needs of 

your class.

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 4: (4G5.8) Indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns

English Year 4: (4G5.8) The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s

English Year 4: (4G5.8) Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names]

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g5.8
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g5.8
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/content-domain-filter/?fwp_contentdomain=4g5.8
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/search/?fwp_topic=gps-scheme-of-work
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/using-apostrophes-for-possession-or-contraction-year-4-apostrophes-resource-pack
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Using Apostrophes for Possession or Contraction

Notes and Guidance

• Children should now be confident in recognising apostrophes for possession and contraction, using them for 

plural possession and also knowing when not to use them. 

• This step combines all of that knowledge together to practice using apostrophes in all the various ways. 

• Children should also understand that when a noun is substituted with a pronoun, the possessive pronouns do 

not need apostrophes. These possessive pronouns include: its, his, hers, ours and theirs.

Focused Questions

• Has this apostrophe been used for possession or contraction?

• Is this apostrophe showing singular or plural possession?

• Re-write this sentence using an apostrophe for possession/contraction.

• Re-write this sentence so that it uses apostrophes accurately.
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Using Apostrophes for Possession or Contraction

Step 4: Using Apostrophes 

for Possession or 

Contraction
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Introduction

Match the words to their contracted form.

was not let’s

let us shan't

it is wasn’t

should have it’s

shall not should’ve



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

Introduction

Match the words to their contracted form.

was not let’s

let us shan't

it is wasn’t

should have it’s

shall not should’ve
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Varied Fluency 1

Which sentence uses an apostrophe for possession?

A) She’ll be coming home soon with the groceries.

B) All of the churches’ spires were decorated with crosses.
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Varied Fluency 1

Which sentence uses an apostrophe for possession?

A) She’ll be coming home soon with the groceries.

B) All of the churches’ spires were decorated with crosses.
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Varied Fluency 2

True or false? The sentence below includes an apostrophe used for 
contraction.

The foxes' tails were orange with a white tip at the end.
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Varied Fluency 2

True or false? The sentence below includes an apostrophe used for 
contraction.

The foxes' tails were orange with a white tip at the end.

False – the apostrophe is for possession.
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Varied Fluency 3

Tick one box in each row to show whether the apostrophe has been 
used for singular or plural possession.

Sentence Singular Plural

The babies’ bottles were 

being warmed.

The dress’s length was just 

right for me.
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Varied Fluency 3

Tick one box in each row to show whether the apostrophe has been 
used for singular or plural possession.

Sentence Singular Plural

The babies’ bottles were 

being warmed. ✓

The dress’s length was just 

right for me. ✓



© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

Varied Fluency 4

Look at the underlined words below. Use an apostrophe to create its 
contraction.

Did mum tell you that I have got to go to the shops later?

Write the contraction in the box below.
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Varied Fluency 4

Look at the underlined words below. Use an apostrophe to create its 
contraction.

Did mum tell you that I have got to go to the shops later?

Write the contraction in the box below.

I’ve
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Application 1

Rewrite the sentences below using apostrophes to contract some of 
the words.

I can not wait to go to the theme park tomorrow. I have never been 

to one before because I was not big enough to go on the rides. I 
think I will have an amazing time.
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Application 1

Rewrite the sentences below using apostrophes to contract some of 
the words.

I can not wait to go to the theme park tomorrow. I have never been 

to one before because I was not big enough to go on the rides. I 
think I will have an amazing time.

I can’t wait to go to the theme park tomorrow. I’ve never been to 

one before because I wasn’t big enough to go on the rides. I think 

I’ll have an amazing time.
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Application 2

Using the words below, write a sentence inserting an apostrophe for 
singular possession in the correct place.

knifes

blade
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Application 2

Using the words below, write a sentence inserting an apostrophe for 
singular possession in the correct place.

Various answers, for example: The knife’s blade needed sharpening.

knifes

blade
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Reasoning 1

Explain how the apostrophes have been used in the sentences 
below.

The calves’ feet sunk into the muddy ground as they played in the 

field. The girls’ dogs tried to join in too.
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Reasoning 1

Explain how the apostrophes have been used in the sentences 
below.

The calves’ feet sunk into the muddy ground as they played in the 

field. The girls’ dogs tried to join in too.

Possessive apostrophes have been used with...
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Reasoning 1

Explain how the apostrophes have been used in the sentences 
below.

The calves’ feet sunk into the muddy ground as they played in the 

field. The girls’ dogs tried to join in too.

Possessive apostrophes have been used with plural nouns.


